
M O R N I N G  C O M E S  

BUT ALSO THE NIGHT

Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also

One evening, a Scots preacher asked some friends who were 
visiting, ‘Do you expect Jesus to come tonight?’ 
One after another they said, ‘No, I don’t think so...’ 
Then he slowly read them the words of Jesus... 

‘The Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect Him’ .

Do you think Jesus will come tonight? Perhaps your answer is something like this: 
‘Quite honestly, I can’t say I’ve even thought about it; there are so many other 
things to worry about - like work, family, keeping fit, the daily chores. 
I never get around to doing much else. And anyway, if you start worrying about 
what might be going to happen, well, none of us can look into the future. 
We can only live a day at a time and do our best. There’s not much else we can do’.

Are you saying you don't know what the future will bring?                                                        
Well, the Bible clearly tells us what is going to happen.

Jesus will return!

To this somewhat definite statement, you might say, 
'How can we possibly know that?' 
It's quite true, we don't know the day or the hour when He will come again. 
But, very clearly (in Matthew 24), Jesus told us the circumstances 
under which it would happen. Among the signs of His coming will be:

‘Wars and rumours of wars, 
nation rising against nation and kingdom against kingdom’. 

Quite apart from all the obvious major wars of this century, cruelties are being 
increasingly perpetrated by 'freedom fighters', kidnappers, guerrillas and 
terrorists, in their continuing battle against established governments.

‘Lawlessness will abound’. 
The sanctity of life now counts for very little. The crime rate is soaring, 
abortion is increasing, and euthanasia is being promoted. 
And if people no longer like a particular law, then governments change it.

There will be famines, epidemics and earthquakes. 
We only have to read the papers to see that these are occurring every day.

‘The love of many will grow cold’. 
Divorce is increasing, children are rebelling against their parents, 
and families are deliberately being broken up.

There are false ‘prophets’ and false ‘Christs’ about. 
These are the ones who try to sell you their own counterfeit ‘Christ’. 
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For example, there are the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the so-called Unification 
Church (the ‘Moonies’). Then there are the Mormons, ‘Children of God’, 
and various other sects. 
These are obviously anti-Christian. What is not so obvious 
is the increasing growth of false teaching within many of the churches.
You may say, ‘So what? Why should I be bothered about all this? 
It doesn’t affect me. 
Anyway, most of us are better off financially and materially nowadays, 
and there’s pretty good health care and social security for everyone’.

So you’re saying we now have everything we need? 
Why, then, are increasing numbers of people trying to escape by using drugs, 
alcohol, sex and suicide? Is there something more they’re looking for in life? 
Are they trying to forget that ‘never having it so good’ is not so good after all?
Many people are deeply unhappy, depressed and lonely, 
because they have never found the purpose for which they were created. 
Man was not created simply for football, endless TV watching, second homes 
and a computer-directed life - nor to achieve fame and fortune.

Man was created for the glory of God

In other words, man was created in order to honour God. 
God has given man everything he could possibly need to honour Him. 
Above all, He has given him life – even eternal life. 
‘The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life... 
and He put the man whom He had formed in the garden of Eden…’, 
and gave man the tree of life from which to eat. Man listened instead to Satan. 
He preferred to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil’, 
even though God had previously warned him that if he ate from that tree 
he would 'surely die’ (Genesis 2. and 3.).
By deliberately placing himself under the authority of Satan, the one 
whom Jesus called a liar and a murderer, man brought death upon his own head.

Death ends everyone’s life; it is something no one can escape from. 
It is the visible evidence that none of us is naturally obedient to God. 
God and man have become separated. 
Our separation from God is what the Bible calls ‘sin’. 
God cannot turn a blind eye to this. While He is a God of love, 
He is also a God of justice.
Because He is just, God demands that justice must be done. 
This is why death follows sin. And this is why man ‘perishes’. 
God, in His love, cannot bear to see man perish, but the separation 
between man and God can only be removed by God Himself (John 3:16-18).
So God Himself  became man. 
He was the man called Jesus, which means ‘He will save’. 
He took our guilt upon Himself when He died on the cross, 
and in doing so He experienced the very same separation from God which we know, 
and He died in our place. So justice was done.
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But God raised Jesus from the dead, so that death no longer has the final say. 
Death need no longer be victorious over us – 
for He, God, in the Lord Jesus Christ, is victorious. 
As Jesus says, He is Himself ‘THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE’.

Since man brought death on his own head, he has had only one concern: 
‘How can I survive - how do I make myself eternal?’ 
So he does everything possible to promote ‘life and health’. 
He looks to food and drink, and to recreation, security, reputation with others, 
‘freedom’ from everything which might hurt him, and ‘power’. 
He looks to the preservation of nature and the environment, 
if not for himself then, at the very least, for his children after him.

In spite of all his efforts to obtain ‘immortality’, there is still the certainty 
that the day will eventually come when life will end. 
Within all of us, this struggle to go on ‘living’ continues. 
Man will use everything he can to further this end: New Age spirituality, yoga, 
meditation (transcendental or otherwise), super-fitness techniques, 
and every kind of alternative life-style. 
He may also seek ‘life’ in different political and religious systems, 
such as communism, fascism, anarchy, a ‘New World Order’, a ‘World Church’, 
Eastern religions - or in no religion at all.
In spite of all the risks, man even seeks for ‘hidden power', for example, 
through spiritualism, psychic healing, horoscopes, tarot cards and ‘visualization’. 
All these ways of seeking for ‘reality’ keep man so preoccupied that 
he becomes blind to the simplicity of the eternal life which God longs to give him.
But all of a sudden we may find ourselves hearing God say, 

‘You fool! This night your soul will be required of you: 
then whose will those things be which you have provided? 
So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God’  

(Luke 12).

Rich towards God?

Is this it? Is this what so many people are searching for, whether consciously 
or unconsciously? Does God have anything to offer us?
He does indeed once again, He offers you the eternal life which everyone has lost. 
That eternal life, the life of Jesus, is available for everyone. 
You don't have to battle for it. You don't have to pay for it. 
You can't get it by trying to live a pious and 'religious' life. 
But you can get it by giving yourself willingly 
and consciously into the hands of God.

You ask, ‘How can I possibly do that? God is so far away’.
The Bible says that out of ‘one’ God has made all mankind 
to live on the face of the earth, 

‘…and has determined their pre-appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation, 
so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope 
that they might seek for Him and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one of us;...  
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Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, 
but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 
because He has appointed a day 
on which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by the Man whom He has ordained. 
He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead’  

 (Acts 17).

God is not far away –
Jesus is the Way

If you want to get from A to B, you have to cover the distance between them. 
If you want to reach God, it is only possible to do so through Jesus. 
He is The Way to God. He is the only Mediator between you and God. 
If you have to appear in front of a judge, you ask for a lawyer. 
Without a lawyer, you get nowhere. Jesus wants to be your ‘lawyer’. 
He is the one Who pleads with God for you – 
and He has won the case for you already. 
He has your acquittal in His hand. 
But if you want that acquittal you have to ask Him for it. 

God can only give you His pardon, His acquittal, 
because Jesus took upon Himself the judgment we ought to bear. 
If you want to be truly free, you will have to accept Him completely 
and trust your whole ‘case’ to Him. He is your ‘lawyer’ 
and He doesn’t ask you to pay Him any fee 
But you have to ask Him for His services.
You must acknowledge before God that you are a sinner. 
Ask Him to deliver you from the power of Satan. 
Ask Him to take the ‘poison’ of sin from you, by His blood 
which He shed on the Cross for you. 
Ask Him to give you new life - His life. 
Ask Him yourself to come and live in your heart and enter your life.
It will help you to pray out loud along these lines:

‘God, I acknowledge I am a sinner, 
because I know that, however I may try to put it off, 
my life will sooner or later end in death. 
To set me free, You, Lord Jesus, gave Your life for me - You ‘paid’ for me. 
Your life was given, and Your blood was shed, as the ransom.
 In the Bible You call this ‘Salvation’. 
I realize that, for this salvation to become mine, 
I will have to receive it for myself. 
And so I ask You, Lord Jesus, to come into my heart and my life. 
I ask you to forgive me for all my sins. 
From now on, You have the only rightful claim on me, 
for the rest of my life. 
Thank You that I now know that my name is written in your Book of Life. 
Amen’.
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If you have sincerely prayed this prayer, God has heard you. 
Don’t doubt any more. You are saved. 
You are going to experience in your life the love that God has for you, 
because the Lord Jesus is now living within you, through God's Spirit. 
You are ‘born again’, or ‘born from above’ (John 3). 
Just as a new-born baby has to be fed if it is going to grow, 
so you need to feed from the Word of God in the Scriptures. 
Do read the Bible, because through it God speaks to you. 
When you pray, you speak to God, 
and you will come to know His Son Jesus better. 
He is the Word of God. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
He is leading you on the way, in truth, into His new life – 
and He will help you to share that new life with others. 
From now on, you will joyfully wait for His coming again, 
without fear of the judgments which will precede His return.
Do accept Jesus as your Saviour before He comes again. 

His Return is close! 

As the last and most important sign of His return, 
He gives us the sign of the blossoming of the fig tree, 
which, in Scripture, represents Israel as a nation. 
He stated emphatically that the generation which is alive 
during process of the restoration of Israel is the one which will see Him come.

 Matthew 24,  Luke 21, Jeremiah 30: 8, 9
On three different occasions, God warned Israel 
that she would lose the Land He had promised to her. 
But He promised, too, that He would bring the people of Israel back. 
There would be three ‘returns’ to their Land. They would come back from:
Their slavery in Egypt. Genesis 15:13,14
Their captivity in Babylon. Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10
Their dispersion throughout the world! Deuteronomy 30:3-5
God foretold the return of the Jews: from the land of the north, 

and from all the lands whither He had driven them….
Jeremiah 16:14,15;    23:7,8. 

The third ‘return’ of Israel, which began in 1948, is final: 
Amos 9:11-15; Jeremiah 23:7,8.   Zechariah 8:7,8. 

And Psalm 102:16 says, 
‘When the LORD builds up Zion, He will appear in His glory’.

The present turmoil in the Middle East is all foretold in the Bible. 
The hatred of many of the nations of the world for Israel, 
and the desire of some of them to destroy her, actually represents resistance 
to the coming of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
Mankind in general is still trying to hold back that Kingdom by attempting 
to build his own united world empire - or ‘New World Order’ – 
an empire with one political system, one world-wide economic order, 
and one world-religion - which will eventually come under the leadership 
of one world ruler, the Antichrist.
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Isn’t everyone crying out for ‘justice and peace’, at almost any price? 
But nothing good will come from those who are trying to ‘improve the world’, 
while refusing to acknowledge their need for God. 
They are beguiling people with false hope. 
The world’s leaders, and many Christian leaders, talk of 'peace on earth’, 
while the Bible reminds us of those who say, ‘Peace, peace!’, 
when there is no peace (Jeremiah 6:14); and compare 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4. 
It is when people persist in resisting God’s truth that He will 
‘...send them a strong delusion, that they should believe the lie’ 

2 Thessalonians 2:11.

The Bible warns us that a time of great distress will come upon the world. 
We are having a foretaste of this now. 
By asking the Lord to come into your heart now, 
you can escape this dreadful time.

Why is it that things are becoming worse and worse for the nations of the world? 
And why doesn't God do anything about it? 
But why should He, when people are largely ignoring Him, rejecting Him, 
turning their backs on Him, ridiculing Him – 
and even denying His very existence? 
To give just one example: 
can we expect things to go well for a country when, every day, 
in its hospitals and clinics, hundreds of unborn children are being murdered. 
God will eventually abandon such a country, 
and its people, leaving Satan with a free hand.

But God has appointed a day when He will reckon with all evil. 
Whether we recognize Him or not, He is both Lord and King. 
At the present time, He still allows evil to take place unchecked. 
But when His day of reckoning comes, 
His judgments will come on the whole earth. 
This day will not be ‘the end of the world’, though mankind will wish it were, 
but it will mean the end of society as we know it today.

God will send His King, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will deliver Israel from the hatred of the world 
and teach the nations the justice and peace of God. 
The Bible tells us that when He comes again, 
‘His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem...’ 

Zechariah 14:4
He will then reign from Jerusalem – 

'For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the Word of the LORD from Jerusalem' Isaiah 2:3

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD
Psalm 118:26
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BLESSED IS HE, WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!

Translation Hebrew: BARUCH HABA BE SJEM ADONAI

Publication:
Friends of the former Foundation SJOFAR   
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